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Accelerated Reader is a program based on the fact that students become more motivated to read if

they are tested on the content of the books they have read and are rewarded for correct answers.

Students read each book, individually take the test on the computer, and receive gratification when

they score well. Schools using the Accelerated Reader program have seen a significant increase in

reading among their students.Teens who need help with life skills may have parents who are all too

frequently not around to provide basic instruction. In an ever riskier world, strong values and safety

tips are a must. These high/low titles will help.
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Gr 5 Up--An introduction to Alateen that is sympathetic, not preachy, but also not totally realistic.

Although Alateen and other AA-related groups all pledge anonymity and participants are assured

that their stories will not be repeated outside of these meetings, this is not always true. The

promises of confidentiality and anonymity are idealistic and misleading, and dealing with gossiping

members is not addressed. The Serenity Prayer, used by most of these self-help groups, is

mentioned but the text is not included. Statistics given say that 54% of the teens who are members

are under age 14, but the young people represented in the photos look older in nearly every case.



The pictures also show a preponderance of African Americans yet the text does not give any reason

to believe that minorities have more alcohol problems than anyone else. A list of organizations to

contact for help is included. Despite its shortcomings, this book may be useful where material about

Alateen is needed.Marilyn Fairbanks, East Junior High School, Brockton, MACopyright 1998

Cahners Business Information, Inc.
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